
Healthy Treatable / Rehabilitatable Treatable / Manageable Unhealthy / Untreatable

congenital or resolved injury - mild "URI" (feline viral upper respiratory complex) mild rhinitis/asthma severe parvo/panleuk clinical 

   does not impede mobility/QOL parvo/panleuk exposed - healthy pre-clinical/mild renal failure clinical, severe, end-stage renal failure

senior, no clinical abnormalities parvo/panleuk clinical - mild/early moderate, chronic FAD/allergies severe, non responsive, painful skin allergies

mild Flea Allergy Dermatitis (FAD) mild senior-related condion - responding to meds severe senior-related condition - impacts QOL

tumor - small, easy to remove tumor - non-surgical, not impacting mobility/QOL large, ulcerated tumor - impacts mobility / QOL

mild/moderate fungal or bacterial infection severe URI - no other medical issues apparent severe URI, other medical, poor overall condition

canine infectious respiratory disease (CIRD) non-ambulatory, small dog or social cat severe fungal or bacterial Infection

  mild to moderate - 0, 1 or 2 antibiotics tried severe, non-responsive asthma

puppies and kittens under 8 weeks of age acute trauma - animal not responsive

  healthy or mildly ill neonates chronic disease - animal debiliated, non-responsive

  healthy or mildly/moderately ill and weaned non-ambulatory, large dog or feral cat

puppies and kittens under 8 weeks of age

  severely sick or injured

canine infectious respiratory disease (CIRD)

  severe, not responding to multiple antibiotics

jumpy but social mild aggression at times/situational moderate animal aggression severe animal or any human aggression

people and animal social mild fear at times/situational injured another animal   killed another domestic animal

house trained / litter trained mild destructiveness incidental human injury (ex: resource guarding)   injured (maimed) or killed a person, intent to harm

stray feline - feral behavior mild anxiety separation anxiety severe, persistent anxiety - impacts QOL

owned/surrendered feline - feral behavior canine - feral/adult completely unsocialized

moderate generalized anxiety legally declared dangerous in any location

Philadelphia Pet Evaluation Matrix

The participating major animal control, rescue, and adoption agencies agree to use these categories for the purpose of uniformity in reporting on the condition of animals at the time that they arrive at 

the shelter and at the time of their disposition. However, each agency may have other, more stringent, criteria which they apply to making euthanasia decisions for animals under their care. The agencies 

also agree to meet at least annually to review the Matrix. PLEASE SEE KEY, next page.
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KEY:   

Healthy: Pet is over 8 weeks of age, behaviorally sound, and physically healthy. Needs only basic husbandry and preventive care (vaccines, etc.). 

Treatable/Rehabilitatable: Pet has a medical or behavioral condition or concern that has a good prognosis for being completely resolved through 
treatment, which most reasonable and caring pet owners would provide in the community, and the pet would then be considered healthy.  

Treatable/Manageable: Pet has a medical or behavioral condition or concern that has a good prognosis for being addressed to a point where the pet is 
able to be successfully managed in a home, though may need ongoing medication or training, which most reasonable and caring pet owners would 
provide in the community.  

Unhealthy/Untreatable: Pet is presenting with a medical or behavioral condition or concern that has guarded/poor prognosis for becoming stable or 
safe to be managed in a home, and which most reasonable and caring pet owners would not continue to try to treat or manage in their care. 

Modifiers: 

Mild: of a degree that is not causing suffering, or, of a duration where treatment has not failed/simply not worked yet. 

Moderate: of a degree that is causing occasional suffering or duration where additional treatments are indicated as a first round of treatment has failed. 

Severe: of a degree that suffering is occurring at most or all times, and multiple treatments have been documented as failing, or, of a degree where no 
treatment exists that is likely to effectively mitigate suffering that is occurring. 

Definitions: 

Suffering: a quality of life for a pet where most people with basic understanding of animal care would agree they have “more bad days than good,” are 
experiencing un-relievable pain, fear, nausea, etc., and/or where the legal definitions of cruelty/neglect would indicate that not providing treatments, up 
to and including euthanasia, would be inhumane. 

QOL: acronym for “Quality of Life,” a subjective assessment term used to encompass the overall wellbeing of an animal. Some objective scoring systems 
exist, but assessment is most commonly derived from an owner or caregiver’s subjective impressions of how the pet is doing in the home or shelter. 

Clinical: has a disease or injury which is causing symptoms (example: clinical kidney failure – the pet is vomiting, losing weight, “sick” from kidney failure) 

Pre-Clinical: has a disease or injury which is not causing signs or symptoms, though may progress over time (example, arthritis or kidney failure) 

Relevant Terms Not Used Here: 

Savable: an animal that a rescue or shelter is typically able to provide a live outcome for with the resources available in that agency. 

Non-Savable: an animal that a rescue or shelter is typically unable to provide a live outcome for with the resources available in that agency. 
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